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of the tongue, Dr. Smith says: “ A glossy, slimy look is thus given to the organ, 
which is quite distinct from the moist appearance produced by saliva alone, 
and resembles more the aspect it would bear if brushed over with a solution of 
gum. This slimy look is not always general, but in slightly marked cases is 
limited to a spot in the centre of the dorsum, the rest ot the surface and the 
sides having the ordinary aspect. The tongue is either perfectly clean or is 
covered with a thin gray coating of fur. The fungiform papillae at the sides of 
the dorsum are also unusually distinct.’’ The skin is often remarkably rough 
and harsh, especially about the chest, arms, and belly, in consequence of a 
deficiency of action; the complexion is sallow ; the lymphatic glands ot the 
neck are unusually swollen, but the temperature of the body is seldom elevated 
above the normal level. 

Certain diseases are very apt, it is said, to leave behind them this condition 
of the bowel, especially scarlatina, measles, and hooping-cough ; but it may 
arise simply from long-continued irritation, and it is hence not ^infrequently 
seen in children who are habitually fed upon indigestible food. The treatment 
consists principally in the regulation of the diet—articles of food capable of 
undergoing fermentation, and so of increasing the irritation of the mucous 
membrane, are to be avoided—and in the administration of alkalies and tonics, 
and occasionally of aloes to carry off the accumulation of mucus. 

In the other new chapter the diet of children in health and disease is very 
fully considered. Dr. Smith cautions us against a very prevalent error at the 
present time, and that is, the attempt to substitute the mother’s milk by lari- 
naceous food. This has, as is well known, a great tendency to undergo fermen¬ 
tation, especially in infants in whom the salivary glands are not developed, and 
hence to give rise to irritation. The remainder of the book bears evidence ot 
having been carefully revised, and we regard some of the chapters, especially 
those on Rickets, Chronic Tuberculosis, and Chronic Pulmonary Phthisis, as 
of very great excellence. The author may be congratulated upon having pre¬ 
sented to the profession the means by which the various diseases giving rise to 
wasting may be recognized and distinguished from one another. J. H. H. 


Art. XXXI .— Vaccination, its Protective Power in tlxe State of West Vir¬ 
ginia. A Report to the Governor, November 8,1870. By John C. Hupp, 
M. D., State Vaccine Agent. 8vo. pp. 12. 

At the present time, when many parts of Europe are suffering from the ex¬ 
tensive prevalence of epidemics of variola, every authentic evidence adapted 
to confirm the confidence of the profession and of the public in the certainty 
of the prophylaxis against the variolous poison afforded by effective vaccina¬ 
tion is of importance, and as such evidence is furnished by the report ot Dr. 
Hupp, we have felt it to be our duty to lend our aid to its diffusion. 

That vaccination is preventive of smallpox, and is of itself, in all cases, per¬ 
fectly harmless, is the official testimony of Dr. H. “ W here,” he remarks, “ witlnn 
the whole range of human experience, was ever an epidemic ot variola, how¬ 
ever severe, that vaccination did not promptly and effectually arrest, when it 
was universally and efficiently applied to the entire class or community exposed 
to the contagion ?” The fact is very certain that “ smallpox only exists among 
us in consequence of the neglect to apply the preventive.” 

“ The city of Wheeling,” says Dr. II., “ was scourged with smallpox in the 
spring of 1864, so much so that the Board of Health deemed it uecessary to 
order and direct the vaccination of all persons within the city, who may not 
have been vaccinated.” In the execution of this order, Dr. H. came across ^ a 
family in the immediate neighbourhood of an infected district, in which were five 
unprotected individuals, one of whom had on several occasions carried articles 
of diet to a house in which there were those sick with smallpox, and though 
the food was passed to an attendant at a window, still the messenger was ex- 
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posed to the variolous contagion. All the five unprotected members of this 
family (children) were vaccinated, the matter being inserted at three or four 
points on the arm of each. In all, characteristic vaccine vesicles made their 
appearance. In the one who had been exposed to the variolous contagion, a 
very distinct, but mild varioloid eruption occurred, and ran its course regularly 
with the vaccine disease in the arm. The patient was allowed free intercourse 
with the other four children. Thus showing that even after partial variolous 
infection, vaccination so far modified the action of the poison upon the system 
as to render it harmless. The immunity from infection of the other children 
who played in the same apartment and slept in the same bed with the one 
labouring under varioloid, from whom variola could have been as readily con¬ 
tracted by the unprotected as though he had laboured under unmodified small¬ 
pox, furnishes undoubted evidence as to the protective power of vaccination.” 
Dr. H. states further, that he has, in repeated instances, seen a mother, whose 
person was thickly dotted with eruptions of incipient confluent smallpox, with 
her unprotected infant closely nestled by her side. In every such case prompt 
vaccination prevented an attack of even varioloid, although subsequently such 
children were exposedfor weeks, in the midst of “ the most virulent variolous 
contagion.” D. F. C. 


Art. XXXII.— The Treatment of Surgical Inflammations hy a New Method, 

which greatly Shortens their Duration. By Fhrneaux Jordan, F.R.C.S. 

England, etc. etc. Royal 8vo. pp. iv., 160 (with 15 plates). London : John 

Churchill & Sons, 1870. 

The celebrated Dr. John Coakley Lettsom was, it is said, in the habit of 
signing familiar notes (and, possibly, prescription papers), J. or I. Lettsom— 
the letters J and I being in those days frequently substituted one for the other. 
Some malicious humorist, observing this habit of the learned doctor, composed 
the following epigram at his expense:— 

“ When sick folk do to me apply, 

I blisters, bleeds, and sweats ’em ; 

If after that they choose to die, 

I. Lettsom.” 

Mr. Furneaux Jordan does not bleed, and seldom gives diaphoretics ; but he 
blisters, or, more strictly speaking, counter-irritates his patients, with an energy 
and perseverance which has, as yet, probably never been equalled. Starting 
with the assumption “that the inflammatory process is one and the same pro¬ 
cess wherever it may occur, and that the best remedies for any inflammation 
are the best in all,” Mr. Jordan proceeds to assert that, because in the treat¬ 
ment of some cases of inflammation, counter-irritation exercises an undoubtedly 
beneficial effect, therefore it must be the sovereign remedy in all. As well 
might it be said that because amputation may be required for gangrene of the 
lower extremity resulting from occlusion of the femoral artery, therefore the 
head should be amputated for cerebral softening following ligature of the caro¬ 
tid. Seriously, can it be that the author does not perceive that inflammation 
is modified in its course by the peculiarities of the tissue affected ? Granted 
that the process is the same in every instance, is it not a matter of hornbook 
learning that the course and natural history of inflammation constantly vary, 
according to the multifarious modifying circumstances which exist in each par¬ 
ticular case? Is inflammation the same (looking at it in its therapeutical, not 
anatomical, relations) in the old as in the young—in the hardy, healthful farmer 
as in the debauched and debilitated denizen of the tenement-house of a large 
city? Has not Mr. Jordan’s hospital experience taught him that the state of 
the internal viscera exercises a most important influence on the course of ex¬ 
ternal inflammation ? 

The author’s practical proofs are as defective as his theoretical reasoning. 



